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that he accepts non-violence only as a policy which he may
change in face of heavy odds and overwhelming temptations.
This is a hesitant attitude which makes a poor soldier. "A sol-
dier fights mth an irresistible strength when he has blown up
his bridges, burnt his boats. Even so it is with a soldier of
ahimsa."16 Gandhiji's advice, therefore, is that "Ahimsa must be
placed before everything else while it is professed. Then alone
it becomes irresistible. Otherwise it will be only an empty hulk,
a thing without potency or power."16

According to him, acceptance of non-violence as a weapon
of expediency, as distinguished from genuine thorough-going
non-violence, may bring about political freedom in a country
like India. But this will be "democracy as machinery" or
"parliamentary Swaraj" rather than real non-violent Swaraj or
"democracy as faith". For "non-violence as expediency" means
"non-violence so far as profitable and violence when necessary".
Violence implies treating men as mere means. Non-violence of
the weak is thus the denial of the basic principle of democracy,
i.e., the least among men has infinite moral worth. On the other
hand, non-violence of the brave stands for the equality of all
persons. It never encroaches on the rights of others and leaves
them full scope for development. Swaraj won through a half-
hearted non-violence will inevitably be followed by the usual
scramble for grabbing power. It will not bring freedom and
power to the weak and the poor and will not be a genuine demo-
cracy. This is why Gandhiji was of the opinion that non-violence
of the weak will never take us to the goal of freedom, and "if
long practised may even render us unfit for self-government."17

It is remarkable that in his earlier non-violent movements
Gandhiji did not insist on the satyagrahi accepting non-violence
as a creed. This was, perhaps, the price he paid to collaborate
with others to realize his ideal. He expected that the practice of
non-violence as a policy would gradually prepare people for its
acceptance as a creed. But this toning down is compromising
one's means. His experience brought home the mistake and later
he demanded of the satyagrahi firm, unshakable faith in the
principle.
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